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“MEN OF THE TREES” CHAIRMAN PLANTS NEW TREE AT NEW CHURCH 


Two children of Fareham Lutheran Sunday School help Commander Harold Dickson 

(Royal Navy, Retd.), chairman of the worldwide conservationist organisation ‘Men 

of the Trees’’, plant the first of five trees in the grounds of the new Lutheran church 
at Fareham, Hampshire. (See page 10). 


WESTFIELD’S WINDOW by John Franzmann, Tutor 


“Preaching is not popular nowa- 
days—it’s old-fashioned and irrele- 
vant.” I’ve heard this sort of com- 
ment many times. But at Westfield 
we take preaching seriously, because 
we take Scripture seriously. St Paul 
did not mince words: faith comes by 
hearing. Therefore, God’s Word must 
be heard today and in every age. The 
living and lively voice of the Gospel 
must be in the air in every language. 

We don’t apologise for making 
preaching our business. Quite the 
opposite! We rejoice when a student 
has developed the skills and deter- 
mination to speak out publicly in the 
name of his Lord. 

The third Sunday after Easter has 
become the official First Sermon Sun- 
day for our students preparing for 
ministry in the ELCE. By Easter of 
his third year at Westfield a diligent 
student should be able to write and 
deliver a sermon for today which 
proclaims the timeless message of 
God’s saving will for sinful man. 

What does this mean to a Westfield 
student? It means that supervised 
public preaching is now part of the 
student’s life and programme. It is a 
new privilege for him—for it is al- 
ways a privilege to serve as the mes- 
senger of good tidings, never one’s 
right to do so! 

But the going gets rougher. There 
is more work to be done. There is 
more need for prayer and meditation, 
no room for complacency. The stu- 
dent comes to know the joy of 
preaching God’s Word but also the 
attendant responsibilities and chal- 
lenges. 

What does First Sermon Sunday 
mean to the Church? It means that 
the Lord continues to “hear and to 
answer our prayer that He would 
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send forth labourers into the harvest. 
It means that another voice is being 


heard for Christ and in the service of © 
His beloved Church. It is not a local — 
affair, but a celebration of the whole ~ 


communion of saints. 


If you had looked in Westfield’s _ 
windows this week you would have — 
seen each student preparing a sermon — 
and sharing it with his fellows for 


mutual criticism and encouragement. — 


Different topics were discussed in 
these sermons: the fact that God’s 
promise for His faithful ones stands 
even when the world says there is no 


hope; the dependability of God's 


Word even today when the majority 
of people seemingly don’t hear it; 


the temptation to become a “Sunday 
Christian” rather than to walk with> 
Jesus every moment of every day. | 


Each student prepared a different 


portion of Scripture. But one con-_ 


cern was central to each trial sermon: 
the forgiveness of sins. 

Why preach the forgiveness of 
sins? Because in doing so we fully 
comprehend God in His holiness and 
love, love which extends to man in 
his rebellion. We agree with Luther 
that “if the great, sublime article 
called the forgiveness of sins is cor- 
rectly understood, it makes one a 
genuine Christian and gives one eter- 
nal life. This is the very reason why 
it must be taught in Christendom 
with unflagging diligence and without 
ceasing, so that people may learn to 
understand it plainly, clearly, and 
discriminatingly. For to do so is the 
one, supreme, and most difficult task 
of Christians. As long as we live here’ 
below, we shall have enough to do ta: 
learn this article. No one need look 
for anything new, anything higher 
and better.” 
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In order to keep members of ELCE congregations aware of the continuing need for 
their support of pastoral training in Nigeria, the British Lutheran reprints another 
article from The Lutheran Herald (January 1973) written by the Pastor Offiong 
Idiong, President of the Lutheran Seminary in Nigeria. The thrust of his forthright 


words reach beyond Nigeria. 


A Call From Our Seminary 


For sometime now the Seminary 
has been regarded as a place meant 
to train people with primary school 
education. In a way this is true be- 
cause, except for a handful of pastors 
who have education beyond primary 
school level, most of our pastors came 
into the Seminary with only primary 
school education. This is not in any 
way to underestimate the ability of 
these men. They were pioneers and 
they can measure up with pastors 
from other denominations. They have 
saspired to become administrators in 
our Church and even teachers in in- 
“stitutions of higher learning. 


SEMINARY PRESIDENT AND STUDENTS t 
L. tor. :; E, O. Bassey, President Offiong Idiong, 
J. U. Ebie, O. U. Ituen. 
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But Nigeria is changing. There is 
a revolution in education and our 
clergy cannot be left behind. A clergy 
with a good educational background 
has many advantages in Nigerian 
society of today. He can fit himself in- 
to the society of elites without having 
the feeling of academic inferiority. 


It is with this in mind that | appeal 
to our Lutheran youths who haye 
completed their secondary school or 
teacher training careers to think seri- 
ously about making the ministry their 
life profession. You have studied the 
sciences, mathematics, geography and 
history but you can add to your store 
of knowledge by studying the ancient 
languages like Hebrew and Greek, 
the philosophies of Plato and Aris- 
totle, world religions and ethics, to 
mention a few. 


| know that when you read this 
appeal, the first question that will 
crop up in your mind is, “After | shall 
have spent three or four years in the 
Seminary, what shall be my reward? 
You are right to ask such a question 
because you are not the first one to 
ask it. Even the great Apostle Peter 
asked it: “Lo, we have left our homes 
and followed you. And He (Jesus) 
said to them, ‘Truly | say to you, there 
is no man who has left his house or 
wife or brothers or parents or child- 
ren, for the sake of the Kingdom of 
God, who will not receive manifold 
more in this time, and in the age to 
come eternal life.’ ” (Luke 18:28, 29). 


It is true that joining the ministry 
entails sacrifice of some kind. But tell 
me, which profession does not entail 
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sacrifice? If you want to be an en- 
gineer, you must sacrifice something; 
if you plan to become a doctor, you 
must sacrifice something. The success 
of one’s life depends on what sacrifice 
one can make. You have to sacrifice 
many things before you can be a suc- 
cessful servant of Christ. Certainly, 
after all the sacrifices, you will be 
compensated spiritually and materi- 
ally too. But, let me sound a note of 
warning. If your primary intention of 
coming is to be compensated materi- 
ally, you need not come. The primary 
qualification for entry into the Semi- 
nary is a personal conviction of your 
faith in Christ and a willingness to 
serve him where He may call you. 
While | direct my appeal to our 
youth, | have also to address the par- 
ents, in particular, our pastors. It is 
surprising that none of our older 


Why I Believe (in) Jesus About Marriage 


by F. E. Eberhart, Ruislip 


When I was in the States last 
Christmas, | met a man whose story 
I will never forget. He was a regular, 
Church-going, worshipping Chris- 
tian, full of the habit of the Spirit, 
full of Christian answers, He told me 
what kind of a Christian he ‘‘was”’. 


“T went regularly to Church, I was 
a good contributor to my Church. 
I was an honest business-man, | 
could tell people, without any 
prompting, just how good I was, 
mostly because I would not look 
at that one area in my life that 
needed a lot of work. | was not 
experiencing that peace and joy 
we Christians are supposed to 
have. I was bitter because my 
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pastors has thought of encouraging 
their sons to come into the Seminary. 
This in a way may go to prove what 
people have been saying that some of 
us joined the ministry as a last resort. 
Can this be true? If it is not true, | 
am waiting for that day when a Luth- 
eran pastor shall send his son to be 
trained as a pastor instead of sending 
him to study engineering or medicine 
The greatest gift we can give to Goc 
is to donate our son to the Lord ag 
Abraham did, 

Soon applications will be invitec 
for admission into the Seminary by 
September this year. When you heal 
His call do not harden your hearts. 


Rev. Offiong Idiong 
Lutheran Seminary of Nigeria 
Obot Idir 


not being answered. | 
“Then one evening I picked up | 
new translation of the Bible whic 
my wife had recently bought. By 
chance | turned to First Peter. Al 
I was reading these words seeme’ 
to stand out and hit me: 
‘Remember that you and you 
wife are partners in receivil 
God’s blessings, and if you dory 
treat her as you should, you 
prayers will not get reac 
answers.’ 
“That’s where my problem was. 
he said. “I wasn’t treating my wi 
as I should and when I asked Ge 
to help me do something about | 


| 
. 
prayers about many things wer 
| 
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I found my life really starting to 
change.” 


I would describe that change in 
many ways. He is still a regular, 
cchurch-going, worshipping Chris- 
tian. But there is a difference. He 
applies the Word of God as a pers- 
onal conversation from God to him- 
self before he applies it elsewhere. He 
is still full of the habit of the Spirit. 
Only there is a major difference. The 
word “habit” can be taken away. He 
is full of the Spirit. He is still full of 
Christian answers. But there is a 
‘major change. The “Christian” ans- 
wer is an institutional, religious 
answer, open to debate and battered 
about with reasonable excuses. The 
man is now full of Christ’s answers. 
No debate. No excuse Just the joy 
of application. 


He taught me something. First, 
that I am a novice as a husband. 
Second, that I am a novice as a 
Christian. Put the two together and 
I am a novice Christian-husband. 
That means I have just begun to 
learn what it is to be a Christian hus- 
band. I have been married eight 
years. Not long you say. But I won- 
der if you who have been married 
ten, fifteen, twenty or more years 
might not come to the same honest 
conclusion, not that you are novices 
as husbands and wives but as Chris- 
tian husbands and Christian wives. 


If you are already a Christian wife 
and a Christian husband, then I thank 
God that you have learned to trust 
Jesus and that His Word has dwelled 
in your hearts richly. I hope you will 
pray for the rest of us. 

But what about the rest of us. God 
offers help to those honest enough to 
admit they need help. Think of all 
the instructions God gives to: the 
married. He says to the ladies, “A 
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good wife is the crown of her hus- 
band.” He says to the men, “husbands 
must be loving and kind to their 
wives and not bitter against them, 
not harsh... ““That is how husbands 
should treat their wives, loving them 
as part of themselves. For since a 
man and his wife are now one, a man 
is really doing himself a favour and 
loving himself when he loves his 
wife.” Or go back to the ladies, 
“Wives... don’t be concerned about 
the outward beauty that depends on 
jewelry, or beautiful clothes, or hair 
arrangement. Be beautiful inside, in 
your hearts, with the lasting charm 
of a gentle and quiet spirit which is 
so precious to God. That kind of 
deep beauty was seen in the saintly 
women of old, who trusted God and 
fitted in with their husbands plans.” 


Very well, ’'ve proved I can quote 
from the Bible. I'll leave it up to you 
to find the chapters and verses. That 
way, if you are interested, you'll get 
a lot more of the Word than what I 
am typing. 

But what’s the reaction? Mine was 
this. I asked God to be a third part- 
ner in my marriage when I stood be- 
fore His alter. My wife did as well. 
And then we each told God a thing 
or two. I told God I would be the 
kind of husband he said I should be 
and my wife told God she would be 
the kind of wife He said she should 
be. It was part of the ceremony; “for 
better or worse.” 


And then I tried to be the loving 
husband who is not harsh and who 
loves his wife as himself and who has 
patient, kind, never jealous, never 
boastful love.” And that third part- 
ner I asked to be in the marriage, 
that one Who says, “I am the vine, 


(continued on page 8) 
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HOLY CROSS, 

Sheffield, Yorks. : 

Holds Midweek Lenten services with 
youth presenting chancel dramas on 
words of Christ from the cross... 
Fifteen people involved in neigh- 
bourhood witness for “Call to the 
North” programme. 


FROM 
THE TAMAR 


LUTHERAN MISSION, 
Liverpool : 

Has Filipina student nurse, Miss 
Aguinde, as communicant member. 
Her membership was transferred 
from our sister church in the Philip- 
pines. 


ST. PETERS, 

Plymouth, Devon : 

Involves Lenten worshippers through 
participation in 7 plays and sermons 
on “Cross Words” ... Wednesday 
morning adult discussion group con- 
tinues to expand in member and 
topics. Current topic is teachings of 
non-Christian religions ... Children 
presented flowers to all women in 
congregation during Mothering Sun- 
day service. 


LUTHERAN MISSION, 
Fareham, Hants. : 

Sunday School attendance averages 
40 and Sunday Service attendance 
holding around 30... . Eighty-six 
attend Family Night in February ... 
Eighty people came to ‘“Tree Plant- 
ing” in February attended by Cmdr. 
Dickson, Chairman of “The Men of 
the Trees”, who donated the five 
trees. Landscaping and grass seeding 
completed with volunteer labour. 
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ST. TIMOTHYS, 

Sunderland, Co. Durham : 

Begins spring cleaning early this 
year. Trustees and helpers restore. 
and repair church and parsonage} 


property. 


ST. COLUMBA, 

East Kilbride, Scotland : 
Treats Sunday School and Youth 
Instruction Classes to special outing. | 
Thirty-one children and 4 adults (or 
100% participation) saw “The Gon- 
doliers” produced by the East Kil- 
bride Gilbert and Sullivan Society .. . 
Sunday School and Worship Service 
combined on Mothering Sunday to 
emphasise importance of family life. 


| 


REDEEMER, 
Harlow, Essex : 
Sends letters from congregation tc 
people of Harlow. Return calls made 
to answer questions arising from 
reading of letter... Afternoon study 
group is revived. Subject matter 
centres around previous Sunday’s 
sermon, | 
HOLY TRINITY, 
Tottenham, London : 
Elders request prayers of the whole 
church as Call extended to the Rever| 
end Koehler in Canada . . . ELCE’ 
Pastors, Elders and Westfield studen 
Karl Fry continue to serve the church 
. Midweek Lenten Services held ol 
Tuesdays. 


ST. ANDREWS, 

Ruislip, Middlesex : 
Adult Discussion Group formed t» 
cover basics of Christian faith. De: 
signed as course of informal instruc, 
tion for those wanting to know mor’ 
about Christ, it also leads to Confir! 
mation Baptism for those not bap) 
tised or confirmed . . . Women i 
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congregation are active with both 
Ladies Guild and Young Wives. . . 
Aside from playing Cardiff in foot- 
ball, the youth continue to make their 
car washing afternoons a sucess, i.e. 
they earn money. 


To 
THE CLYDE 


Reporter : 
The Rev. R. Feuerhahn, Cambridge 


RESURRECTION, 

Cambridge : 

Suffers set-back for plans to use 
school building for services in com- 
munity near Westfield House 
recently informed that facilities are 
not available there. Continue to 
search for ways of outreach to com- 
munity. 


ST. DAVIDS, 

Cardiff : 

Welcomes the following into mem- 
bership by confirmation: Mrs. Doris 


- Pulsford, Graham Robertson, Colin 
_ Anderson, Sally James, Mike Sedg- 
_ mond, Maria Shaw, Jill Williams. 


Examination takes form of explana- 


tion of banners and other church 
| decoration made by confirmands .. . 


Teenagers travel to Ruislip for foot- 
ball match against St. Andrews ... 
Lenten services in form of “Trial of 
Christ”. Members present chancel 
drama for five Wednesdays .. . Local 
Link publication continues to go out 
to Fairwater. 


| LUTHER-TYNDALE, 


Kentish Town, London : 
“Westfield House Sunday” celebrat- 
ed on 11th March—a welcome 
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opportunity for the families of West- 
field and of Luther-Tyndale to share 
spiritual and bodily food—20 from 
Westfield joined congregation for 
worship and community meal fol- 
lowing . . . Inauguration of Young 
Peoples Group catering for local 
members and friends of the congre- 
gation and overseas visitors. Planning 
meeting, 20th March—first meeting 
Ist April, an enthusiastic response. 
Flexible structure and programme 
because of changing nature of the 
group... Birthdays celebrated dur- 
ing March by members of the con- 
gregation Mrs. Lutz (93) and Mrs. 
Muhl (85)... re-wiring of parsonage 
completed . “Visitors” entered 
church complex at least six times 
during two weeks in March—enjoy- 
ed game of table tennis, writing on 
walls, breaking bands of a sky-light 
and small panes of a church window. 
Thankfully no great damage done 
... “Family Evenings” have includ- 
ed an “Old Time Music Hall” theme 
with devotion worked into pro- 
gramme; also a “Fancy Dress” even- 
ing. Evenings still well attended. 


ALLHALLOWS, 
Sunbury-on-Thames, Middlesex : 
Midweek Lenten services, using 
Compline, introduced . . . gold cross 
offered to each worshipper to wear 
during Lent as identification of being 
a Christian . ., Women’s Guild, hav- 
ing finished the eight altar paraments, 
now making vestments to “dress” the 
communion vessels . . . Mothering 
Sunday, 4th in Lent, attended by 150, 
including about 50 non-churchgoing 
parents ... “plant a tree_year” at 
Allhallows: silver birch copse, speci- 
men trees, and an avenue of six 
flowering trees down the drive, the 
last donated by Sunday School child- 
ren’s parents. 
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Jesus ABouT MARRIAGE 


(continued from page 5) 


you are the branches; without me 
you can do nothing”’—what happen- 
ed to Him? The same thing that has 
happened in a lot of marriages if 
people are honest enough to admit it. 
He was left, with all of His good 
words, standing at the altar. 

I can find so much in my wife to 
be harsh about. How can she be the 
crown on my head when she is so 
often the pain in my neck. I love my- 
self and I would like to love my wife 
as much (don’t be offended, I’m just 
being honest) but how can I love her 
that much when so often she isn’t 
loveable? And how can I be pati- 
ent when she does things that try 
my patience? Or kind when what she 
really needs is to be told off. I don’t 
want to be haughty, selfish, or rude. 
But if she is haughty, selfish, and 
rude, how can I afford to let her get 
the best of me? There’s that passage, 
you see, that says she is supposed to 
submit to me. Let her submit and I 
won't have anything to be irritable 
or touchy about. 

The directions are great, 
But they are impossible. 

It worked the same from the other 
side, so long as Christ, with all his 
institutional, religious words, was left 
standing at the altar. How could my 
wife want to be the crown on my 
head when the mouth of that head 
was constantly criticising and de- 
manding and never complimenting 
or speaking a word of understanding? 
For all that my wife wanted to be of 
a kind and gentle spirit, how do you 
remain gentle and quiet when you are 
being yelled at and you are constant- 
ly wrong. Or how could she fit in 
with her husbands plans when he 
never told her what they were but 


Lord. 


EIGHT 


just expected her to be ready at a 
moment’s notice? 

The directions are great, Lord, But — 
are they possible? } 

“Not while you believe the words, 
just the words. Not while you believe 
the possibilities, only the possibilities. 
Not while you believe the ideal, as — 
just an ideal. That’s religion. That's © 
confession without commitment. | 

“Something better took place wheal ‘ 
we believed in Jesus. He is the power — { 
you can trust to make the possibility 
a reality and the ideal a fact. We 
needed to trust Him. “I” could not 
ask Jesus to be the third partner in 
our marriage. “She” could not ask~ 
Jesus to be the third partner in our 
marriage. “We” had to ask God to. 
be the third partner in our marriage- 
and ask that our marriage be a part 
of His Kingdom. 

Jesus Christ had a tomb that he 
walked out of, leaving death behind. 
He told us that we could walk away 
from the death dealing sins of mar- 
ried selfishness and equal rights and 
submit versus dominate, leave them: 
in the tomb where they belong. He’ 
told us we could experience the resur- 
rection by the raising up of a new 
married life based on His love for 
us and shared daily in our love for 
one another. I can only say that He is 
right. 

One cannot be a Christian hus- 
band or a Christian wife without ask- 
ing daily for God to make the 
motivation move. We ask Him to= 
gether. We admit our sins to Him in 
front of one another. We share His 
forgiveness with one another. It’s no 
a perfect marriage .. . yet. 

But we believe in Jesus! We'r 
working at it. But we’re no longes 
working alone. The Word of God 
says it, “We can do all things throug 
Christ Who strengthens us.” 
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N @GQWS from Our Churches 


Church-to-Church Relationships Discussed at Madras 


MISSIONS CHANGING INTO CHURCHES, 
WORLD CONFERENCE AGREES 


There were only 18 participants at the 
seventh International Lutheran ‘Theologi- 
cal Conference held 19-22 February at the 
Victoria Hotel in Madras, India, but they 
were for the most part the leaders—presi- 
dents or chairmen—-of churches, and they 
represented more than three million Luth- 
erans from every continent on the globe. 
All were churches with whom the Eyan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of England is in 
full intercommunion. ‘The majority were, 
two decades ago, “missions” of the Luthe- 
ran Church-Missouri Synod; at the 
Madras meeting they were represented by 
their own national leaders, Asian or 
African, and were given full recognition 
as “churches”, The others were “‘sister- 
churches’ from Australia, Europe 
South America. 


Madras was the seventh in a series of 
similar conferences held in various parts 
of the world since 1952, two of them held 
in Cambridge in 1966 and in 1968. At the 


and 


end of the meeting in Madras, the newly 
elected Continuation Committee accepted 
an invitation to hold the ne 


Sao Paulo, Brazil, early in 


xt meeting in 


1975. Offer: 


for Los Angeles and New Guinea were 
declined with thanks 
‘Our Mission to the Whole Man” wa 


the central subject of discussion and wa 
treated by essayists and discussants from 
Japan, Nigeria, Brazil, Germany, America, 
Hong Kong, and Ghana. Because of pass- 
port and visa difficulties, the Rev. Mark 
Lai of Hong Kong was unable to be. pre 
sent, and his paper was read by Dr. Wil- 
Kohn, American mission executive 
The Ghana paper was prepared and read 
by Mr. Osei Agyeman, lay-president of the 
Lutheran Church of Ghana, Mr. Agyeman 
spent some time in the United Kingdom in 
preparing himself for his present post in 
His country’s Ministry of Education and 
Culture. 


liam 


Throughout the Conference it was clear 
that participants wished to clarify and 
then to deepen the relationship of their 
churches to each other. both theologically 


LEADERS OF OUR CHURCHES WORLD-WIDE MEET AT MADRAS 


Back row, from left: 


The Rev. Paul Bartling, Korea; the Rev. Won Sang Gi, Korea; the Rey. L. 


Meinzen, 


India; Dr, Hans Kirsten, Germany; the Rev, L. B. Grope, Australia; the Rev. O. A. U. Idiong, Nigeria; 
the Rev, Elmer Reimnitz, Brazil; Mr. Osei Agyernan, Ghana; Mr. Elwyn Ewald, New Guinea; and the Rev. 
W. Kreiss, France. Front row: Dr. Kosaku Nao, Japan; Dr. J. A. O. Preus, United States; Dr. E. George 
Pearce, United Kingdom; the Rev. Thornas Edward, India; the Rev. L. Abraham Raj, India; the Rev. David 


Schneider, 


Philippines; the Rev. Waima Waesa, New Guinea; 


and Dr. William Kohn, United States. 


(Absent: the Rev. Jorge P. Horn, Argentina; the Rev. John Li, Taiwan; the Rev. Mark Lai, Hong Kong.) 


and adminstratively. It was agreed that 
the Continuation Committee, in consider- 
ing the theme for the next ILTC, should 
regard the question of church-to-church 
relationships as central. 

The host for the Madras meeting was 
the India Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
41,000 members. Both Pastors L. Abraham 
Raj and Thomas Edward, past and present 
IELC Presidents, took in the sessions. 

In its meeting following the last session, 
the new Continuation Committee elected 
the Rev. Elmer Reimnitz as Secretary and 
re-elected Dr. E. Geo. Pearce as Chair- 
man. The Rev. David Schneider of the 
Philippines served as Minutes Secretary 
for the Conference. 

The Opening Service of Holy Com- 
munion was conducted by the Rev. S. 
Suviseshamuthu, Director of the Christian 
Arts and Communications Centre. Daily 
devotions were led by Dr. J. A. O. Preus, 
President of the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod, the Rev. W. Kreiss of 
France, the Rev. Thomas Edward, newly- 
elected IELC President. The Conference 
closed with a service conducted by the 
Rev. L. Grope, President of the Lutheran 
Church of Australia. 


EASTERN EUROPE AND INDIA VISITED — 
In his recent month-long trip to the Inter- 
national Lutheran Theological Conference _ 
in Madras, India, ELCE chairman Dr. E. 
Geo. Pearce visited Lutheran leaders and 
congregations in Eastern Europe and India. 
En route to the Conference, he accepted 
the invitation of Dr. A. Wantula, present 
Bishop of the Lutheran Church in Poland, © 
to spend two days at the Bishop’s home in 
Warsaw before flying on to Moscow and~ 
two days in the Russian capital. After the~ 
Conference, he toured Lutheran missions, 
congregations and institutions which are’ 
located in the South India states of Tamil 
Nadu and Kerala, among them the Luthe-- 
ran congregation in Madras, Concordia 
Seminary at Nagercoil where he met and 
addressed the students, the nine villages 
which make up the parish of Pastor L. A.. 
Raj in and around Nagercoil, the 250-bed 
Bethesda hospital at Ambur. While in 


South India, Dr. Pearce spent several days 
at Kodaikanal, the hill-station where for~ 
mer Londoner, Dr. Nora Mitchell, now 
lives and serves. On his return, he visited) 
the remains of ancient Babylon in Ira 
and stayed for two days at the home a 
Dr. Lajos Ordass in Budapest, Hungary. 
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DEFENDER OF TREES 
ATTENDS PLANTING 


‘Plant a tree year is well under way at 
Fareham. The latest ceremony took place 
at the Lutheran Church, Mendips Road, 
when five trees were bedded. 

There to plant the first one, after a 
short service was conducted by the Mini- 
ster (the Rev. Robert Bruer), was the 
Chairman of the Executive Committee of 
the world-wide conservationist organisa- 
tion, Men of the Trees (Commander H. H. 
L. Dickson, R.N. Retd), who lives at Wick- 
ham. 

He was assisted in planting the tree, an 
ash, by Janice Beams and Andrew Strong, 
members of the Sunday School. 

The second, third, and fourth trees, all 
mountain ashes, were planted by Mr. Tink, 
Mr. Coleman, Jacqueline Hobbs, Jonathan 
Bruer, Mr. Crone, Mr. Thompson, Susan 
Beams, Ian Sykes, Mr. Barton, Mr. Boone, 
Michele Cambridge and Kevin Bruce. 
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The final tree, a weeping ash, was plant- 
ed by Mr. Blackbourne, Mr. Bruer, Susaw 
Blackbourn, and Nigel Willcocks. 


Harlow Citizen 
16 March 1973 


LUTHERANS EXPLAIN WHO THEY AR 


Members of the Lutheran Church at Bus@ 
Fair are undertaking a programme to hell 
people of Harlow understand who the 
are and what they believe. To this en 

it is the intention of the members of thJ| 
congregation to reach every home in th 
town with a letter of explanation. 

This letter will contain facts about wh 
they are, what they believe and some ef | 
the activities that are available to the pee 
ple of Harlow. The letter will be delivere-{ | 
to various homes of the town once a mon 
Within two or three days after delive 
someone from the congregation will retur 
to answer any questions that may an 
from the reading of this letter. 


BRITISH LUTHER 


Yesterdays 
TWENTY YEARS AGO—March-April 1953 


Lutheran Film Tour of Cornish towns by 
Pastor J, Peterson in October 1952 follow 
ed by Film Tour by Mr, Eric Smith in 
March 1953 in the North of England, cover- 
ing halls and churches in Jarrow-on-Tyne 
and Carlisle... “division” of two London 
congregations, ie, returning to orginal 
status, each having its own pastor and 
separate meetings, dominates agenda of 
voters’ meetings ... Voters’ Assembly on 
26 March decides 1) to defer “division” 
until September, 2) to start morning ser- 
vices at Luther-Tyndale, and 3) to hold 
‘Congregational’ Assembly’ to which all 
church attenders are invited . . . London 
Lutheran Choral Society holds Good Fri- 
day Concert at St. Saviour's near Knights— 
bridge . .. Pastor Pearce travels to New 
York and St, Louis for talks with Atlantic 
District and Missouri Synod officials re- 
garding independence of English congrega- 
tions .. . members of both congregations 
contribute privately to a fund which en- 
abled Mrs, Pearce and Duane to visit 
relations in Canada 

London Lutheran Missionary Society plan 


Congregation Loans 
KENTISH TOWN £3676 
TOTTENHAM 523 
| RUISLIP 1781 

| SUNDERLAND 1135 
(| PETTs Woop 387 
\| BOREHAM WOOD 389 
| CARDIFF 391 
CAMBRIDGE 1359 
HARLOW 338 
it PLYMOUTH 614 
| EAST KILBRIDE 266 
COVENTRY 679 
l) SHEFFIELD 1258 
| LIVERPOOL 1292 
SUNBURY 409 
FAREHAM 35 
POLISH LUTHERANS 476 
OTHERS 485 
Grand Total £15493 


Maran/Aprit, 1973 


to approach BBC for broadcast from 
Luther-Tyndale ., . Society discusses frust- 
rations and difficulties in finding suitable 
premises for opening new mission at Manor 
House, halfway between Kentish Town and 
Tottenham .. . agreed to sponsor foreign 
station broadcast of Lutheran Hour for 
one year .. , approved India as its 1953 
mission project, 


TEN YEARS AGO — March-April 1963 


Pastor Floyd Bosch installed as pastor at 
Luther-Tyndale, succeeding the Rev. Nor- 
man Heintz . . . first Elders’ Conference, 
held 6-7 April at Westfield House, con- 
cludes; “Every ELCE congregation has at 
least one assistant pastor” since every elder 
is an assistant pastor .,. Lutheran Church 
at Cardiff, winner of the 1952 RIBA Bronze 
Medal, selected as one of 27 best churches 
for New Churches Exhibition in London, . . 
Concordia film, “| Beheld His Glory” shown 
at peak-time 10.15 p.m, on Good Friday on 
Border Television, Scottish Television, 
Grampian, West of England, and Channel 
Isles .. , Lutheran Church-Canada announ- 
ces “ELCE Sunday” in all congregations 
across Canada on ‘the Sunday nearest the 
birthday of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth”. 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
(For 12 months, February to January 1973) 


Congregation’s 


Donations Total Target for 1972 
£709 £4385 £2,400 
125 648 500 
52 1833 2,000 
34 1169 840 
2 399 700 
39 428 450 
27 418 400 
33 1392 600 
2 350 240 
22 636 700 
0 166 400 
7 696 600 
6 1264 600 
25 1317 400 
22 43) 150 
3 38 
9 485 
223 708 
£1370 £16863 
ELEVEN 


Walter Jenn Lid., 203 Royal College Street, London, N.W.1 


ee 


THE COVER 


NEW TREES 
AT 
NEW CHURCH 


photo by 
“Southern Evening 
Echo” 


From Witchcraft 
to Chri. 


“The twilight zone was my first parish, the pu 
house my first pulpit.” Doesn’t sound like 
average preacher! But Doreen Irvine's life : 
ministry are far from average. 


In the successful Concordia book FROM WIT" 
CRAFT TO CHRIST (60p) Mrs. Irvine tells 
remarkable story of her life of prostitution, st 
tease, drink, drugs, and witchcraft before she \ 
freed for a continuing Christian ministry. “Incr 
ible’’ say many reviews in the national, religic 
and weekly press—but also ‘‘told with restrai 
Her true-life story is told in her own straight 
ward style. Each page is vivid and compell 
reading—but there is no exaggeration or fe 
modesty or “preaching.” Mrs. Irvine knows t 
her life has been taken over by her Lord and : 
wants the story of what He can do with st 
unlikely material as a Queen of Black Witches 
be a witness to His power. 


The book is in its third printing, with over 12,! 
copies being read eagerly in the UK. Seve 
overseas publishers are interested in dc 
editions for their readers. 


The amazing response to the book serves: 
its own recommendation. It is an encourag 
demonstration of how “God moves in mysteri) 
ways’’ and in unlikely places to bring His love 
all people. 


(Mrs. Irvine is touring widely in England dur 
the rest of this year. She is an exception 
pleasant individual. Reading her book and hea” 
her testimony will surely strengthen you in | 
faith.) 


ORDER FROM: 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE L. 
117-123 Golden Lane, London EC1Y 


